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SUBJECT: DMC LEADERSHIP VOTES TO RESUME COALITION TALKS 

REE: TEL AVIV 4820 

1. THE COMBINED DMC SECRETARIAT AND KNESSET FACTION VOTED 
YESTERDAY TO RESUME FORMAL COALITION NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
THE LIKUD. THE VOTE WAS 14 TO 6 WITH 3 ABSTENTIONS. 

2. THE DECISION FOLLOWED SEVERAL INFORMAL MEETINGS OVER 
THE PAST TWO WEEKS BETWEEN PROEESSOR YIGAEL YADIN AND PRIME 
MINISTER BEGIN AND OTHER LIKUD LEADERS. A MEETING YESTERDAY 
MORNING PRIOR TO THE DMC DECISION INCLUDED NRP HEAD YOSEF 
BURG AND WAS DEVOTED TO THE ISSUE OF ELECTORAL REEORM. 

THE NRP OPPOSES DRASTIC CHANGES IN ISRAEL'S PRO- 
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PROTIONAL REPRESENTATION SYSTEM BUT WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT THE DMC IS NOW SATISFIED THAT THE RELIGIOUS 
PARTY DOES NOT HAVE THE POWER WITHIN THE COALITION TO VETO 
PROPOSALS FOR ELECTORAL REFORM. 

3. LIKUD-DMC NEGOTIATIONS ARE EXPECTED TO RESUME 
SHORTLY BUT WILL PROBABLY BE SUSPENDED WHILE BEGIN 
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